
OUR VASSALL FAMILY ANCESTRY AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO PILGRIM
WILLIAM WHITE AND HIS SON RESOLVED WHITE

THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBES THOSE VASSALLS WITH A HISTORIC
CONNECTION TO AMERICA - THE 1607 FOUNDING OF JAMESTOWN,
VIRGINIA, THE 1620 PILGRIM SHIP MAYFLOWER, THE MASSACHUSETTS
BAY COMPANY AND THE WINTHROP FLEET OF 1630.

This ancestry provides for membership in the following:
John Vassall: Jamestown Society (associated with the 1607 settlement of Jamestown):
http://www.jamestowne.org

William Vassall: Winthrop Society (associated with the Massachusetts Bay
Company/Colony and New England settlement in the 1620s & 1630s):
http://www.winthropsociety.com

The Vassalls were an ancient Catholic family of Normandy, which included two cardinals
and a marshal of France; but John Vassall had became a Huguenot (Calvinist Protestant)
and fled to England a few years before the massacre of Huguenots by Catholics on St.
Bartholomew's Day in August 1572.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St. Bartholomew's Day massacre

In France, it is believed that the Vas saIl family's origins were south ofthe Dordogne
River, especially at Fraysinnet-Ie-Gourdonnais, Vaillac, and Creysse. It is in the Bordeaux
area of south-west France.
http://www.lodgephoto.com!galleries/france-dordogne/

In England the Vassalls were against the authority of King Charles in the early 17th

century and in America were loyal to the British Crown during the American Revolution.
In consequence of being Loyalists, Vas saIl families were exiled to England and their
estates confiscated. After their return to England in 1776, members of the family
distinguished themselves in the British army and navy.

http://www.jamestowne.org
http://www.winthropsociety.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St.
http://www.lodgephoto.com!galleries/france-dordogne/


Internet data was used in the production of this document with the following books
being reviewed online:
- Burke's Genealogical and Heraldic History of Landed Gentry, Volume 2 by John Burke
- A Genealogical and Heraldic History of the Connnoners of Great Britain and Ireland by John Burke
- Dictionary of National Biography by Sir Leslie Stephen and Sir Sidney Lee
- The Lesser Antilles in the Age of European Expansion by R.L. Paquette and S.L. Engerman
- The Loyalists of Massachusetts and the Other Side of the American Revolution by J. H. Stark
- New England Historical and Genealogical Register Volume 51 (NEHGS) by H.F. Waters

The Vassall family in America
The histDry of the Vassall family in New England starts with William Vassall and his
wife Anne King. He first came to New England on the ship Arabella in 1630 and returned
from England with his family in 1635. William and his brother Samuel were both
assistants of the Massachusetts Bay Company and were the sons of John Vassall, builder
and owner of the Mayflower and other ships.

1. Jean (John) de Vassall (Vassall)
He was born in the early 1500s in Caen, Normandy, France and died __ .
He married at least once, about 1543 and one known son was born to him, John.

The name: The surname was originally derived from the Old French 'vassel' an
occupational name fDr a vassal, servant or dependent. The name was rendered in
medieval documents in Latin form from Vassallus. The name was brought into England
in the wake of the Norman Invasion of 1066 and in the 13th century was recorded in
Cumberland, Worcestershire and Gloucestershire.

His ancestry: Jean Vassall was recorded as being descended from the ancient French
house of "de Vassall" which traces back to about the eleventh century Barons de
Guerdon, en Quercy, Perigord in south-west France.



2. John (Jean) Vassall, Gent.
He was born in 1544 in Normandy, France.
He died ca. Sept. 1625 in Stepney, Middlesex, England.
He was buried 13 Sept. 1625 at St. Dunstan's Parish Church, Stepney, Middlesex. The
records of St. Dunstan's state he died "of the plague".
http://en. wikipedia.org/wiki/St Dunstan%27 s, Stepney
(Stepney is a present-day inner-city district of central London NE of the Tower of
London) http://en. wikipedia.org/wiki/Stepney

John Vassall's will was dated 29 April 1625 and proved 16 Sept. 1625 naming his wife
Judith and his children and requested that he be buried in the parish church of Stepney,
"where I am now a parishioner". In his will he described himself as a mariner, of French
extraction.

He was a mariner as well as a Huguenot refugee from Normandy, sent by his father to
England sometime before August 1572.
He is listed: http://huguenotsocietyofamerica.org/?page=Ancestors

Records indicate he was of Ratcliffe in Stepney and of Eastwood, near Roxwell, Essex.
http:// en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ratcliff
http:// en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastwood, Essex

He was an enterprising man of great wealth whose large family from two wives were
distinguished in the colonies and England.

He married 1ston 25 Sept. 1569 at St. Dunstan's Parish Church, Stepney, Middlesex,
England:
Anne Howes (Hewes). She was born ca. 1548 and died ca. 1572. There were no known
children from this marriage.
Note: Details of this marriage can be found in the on-line book 'Genealogical Gleanings
in England,' Vol. 2 by Henry Fitz-Gilbert Waters. Pages 1313-1315.

John Vassall married rd on 4 Sept. 1580 at St. Dunstan's Parish Church, Stepney,
Middlesex, England:
Anne Russell, of Ratcliffe, Stepney, Middlesex was born ca.1549 and was buried 5 May
1593, being about 45 years old. It was through her that the Ratcliffe estate came into the
family. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ratcliff
Children of John Vassall by Anne Russell:
- Judith, John (died as infant), Samuel (2nd son), John, William (4th son).

http://huguenotsocietyofamerica.org/?page=Ancestors
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ratcliff


John Vassall married 3rd 27 March 1594 at St. Dunstan's Parish Church, Stepney,
Middlesex, England: Judith (Borough) Scott
She was born ca. 1546 in Stepney and died testate, her will dated 9 Nov. 1638, and
proved Jan. 1639. At her death she was of Eastwood, Essex.
Judith was the daughter of Stephen Borough and his wife Joan Overye of Stepney and
Chatham, County Kent.
At her marriage Judith was the widow of Thomas Scott of Colchester, County Essex and
London, whom she married in 1585/6.
Children of John Vassall by Judith (Borough) Scott:
- Anna, Rachel, Stephen, Thomas, Mary and Elizabeth.

Notes about the life of John Vassall, Gent.
- he was a Huguenot and as such was a religious refugee from Catholic France, being sent
to England by his father sometime before 1572.

- he was an alderman of London and also a vestryman in Stepney Parish (Ratcliffe
hamlet), County Middlesex (London) 1582-1601, where his three marriages took place.
Records for him as vestryman: 1589 - Vestryman & Auditor for Ratcliffe (hamlet); 1594,
1597, 1598, 1601 - vestryman for Ratcliffe.

- he was recognized as an authority in questions of navigation, as he had been
recommended to be examined by the Admiralty judge as to the skill of the pilot in a suit
respecting the wreck of a vessel on the Goodwin Sands (ten-mile long sand bank off
Kent) in 1577.

- in 1588, at his own expense, he fitted out and commanded two ships, the "Samuel" 140
tons and 70 men, and "Little Toby" with which, in August 1588, he joined the Royal
Navy to oppose the Spanish Armada, which was destroyed.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish Armada

The arms granted to him by Queen Elizabeth I in consequence of his Armada service
were adopted by his family thereafter in place of those used by his French forebears.

His name and Armada services were commemorated on a memorial erected in the naval
port of Portsmouth, from where many of the ships that fought the Armada departed.
The arms of the 'Vassal' family are depicted on the west face of this monument (see
narrative):
http://www.plymouthdata.info/Memorial-National%20Armada.htm

- from 1589 to 1602 he resided at Ratcliffe hamlet (Stepney) and it was recorded that in
1602 he moved to Cockseyhurst, Eastwood, Essex where he had property. He later
returned to Stepney where he died of the plague in 1625.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish


- John Vassall was listed on the 1609 Second Charter of The Virginia Company of
London http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London Company and invested heavily in the
Virginia Colony. His name appears in its Second Charter of23 May 1609 as "John
Vassall, gentleman". In 1610 he was recorded as a subscriber for two shares of stock in
the Virginia Company with an investment of25 (pounds) and 10 (shillings). The Virginia
Company of London provided funding for the settlement of Jamestown in 1607 and other
colonial ventures.

- he was the builder and part -owner of the 180-ton ship Mayflower that brought the
Pilgrims to the shores of Cape Cod. The Mayflower was built before 1609 and captained
by Christopher Jones between at least 1609 and 1622. Before its Atlantic voyage, the ship
was used for cargo and was based in London at Rotherhithe, a district just across the
Thames River from Stepney, where John Vassall resided.
http://www.bestscalemodels.com/hmsmayflower.html

about S10Mary's Church Rotherhithe and the Pilgrims:
http://www. stmaryrotherhithe.org/

- in a deposition made in 1610, John Vassall described himself as of Eastwood, County
Essex and aged 62.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
http://www.bestscalemodels.com/hmsmayflower.html


3. William Vassall, Esq.
He was born 27 August 1592 in Ratcliffe, Stepney, Middlesex, England.
He died between 1655 and 1657 in St. Michael's Parish (comprising the present-day town
of Bridgetown) Barbados Island, West Indies.
http://en.wikipedia.orglwiki/Saint Michael, Barbados
http://www.anglican.bb/

His will was dated 31 July 1655 and proved 12 June 1657 with his son John Vassall being
his sole executor. His will mentions his son John Vassall and daughters Judith, wife of
Resolved White, Frances, wife of James Adams, Anna, wife of Nicholas Ware and
Margaret and Mary Vassall. His wife Anne is not mentioned and it assumed she was
deceased by that time.

William was a man of considerable fortune, and a man of great wealth in Massachusetts
and Barbados. He became one ofthe richest settlers in Plymouth Colony.

The King* family:
He married Anne Kinge on 29 June 1613 in Cold Norton, Essex, England. She was born
in December 1594 at Woodham Mortimer, Essex, and was about 20 years old at her
marriage. She was named in her father's 1625 will. Anne had apparently died by the time
William's will was written in 1655 as she is not mentioned.

*Note: The surname ofthis family has been known by King, Kinge and Kynge.
Kynge/Kinge came from the title "Kynges-man" or "king's man".

Anne Kinge was the daughter of George Kinge and his wife Jean/Joane Lorran of
Woodham Mortimer, Essex. George Kinge died in December 1625 at Woodham
Mortimer, Essex.

The 15th and 16th century ancestry of Anne's Kinge's father George Kinge:
-- John Kinge of Dompnar in Burnham, Essex, died 1490 leaving a will.
-- John Kinge of Althorne, Essex died 1524 leaving a will.
-- William Kinge of Great Baddow, Essex with extensive lands in Burnham, Mayland and
Althorne died 1570 leaving a will. His wife was Cecily _
-- Thomas Kinge of Purliegh, Essex died 1588 leaving a will. His wife was Anne __ .
-- George Kinge died between 14 October and 7 December 1625 at Woodham Mortimer.
He was the father of Anne, wife of William Vassall.

http://en.wikipedia.orglwiki/Saint
http://www.anglican.bb/


The primary sources for the above Kinge family ancestry:
'New York Genealogical and Biographical Record' under The King Heraldry:
http://www .archive.org/streamlnewyorkgenealogi91 newy/newyorkgenealogi91 newy djvu
.txt this on-line 'recording' has no page numbers and the reader needs to scroll down to
the King Heraldry to a section headed with "igii) The "King" Heraldry IC"

And also the on-line book 'Genealogical Gleanings in England' Vol 2 by Henry Fitz-
Gilbert Waters pgs 1313-1319, etc. (includes William Vassall family information also)
(regret link will not display correctly)

Anne's brother Thomas King (1580-1644), son of George Kinge, was recorded as
immigrating to Scituate, Massachusetts. His son, (Anne's cousin) Thomas King, age 21,
of Cold Norton, Essex (d.1676), was onboard the 1635 sailing of the ship "Blessing"
which also included the Vassall family. It is believed this Thomas King was the father of
Mary King (1630-1714) who in 1651 married Thomas Rice (1626-1681) of our Rice
ancestry.

William had six children who came to America with he and his wife Ann on the ship
"Blessing" in 1635, as noted from the manifest:

Vassall, William 42
Vassall, Ann 42
Vas sail, Judith 16 - married Resolved White, son of William White
Vassall, Frances 12
Vassall, John 10
Vassall, Ann 6
Vassall, Margaret 2
Vassall, Mary 1

1635 "Blessing" manifest (and of other ships bound for New England):
http://www.packrat-pro.com!shipslblessing.htrn

http://www.packrat-pro.com!shipslblessing.htrn


Notes on the life of William Vassall, Esq.:
- he was an alderman of London.
- he and his brother Samuel Vassall were among the original patentees in 1628 of the
Massachusetts Bay Company. Although Samuel never came to New England, his
investments in the new country were great. Samuel was an alderman of London, a
member of parliament and a royal commissioner in the matter of the establishment of
peace with Scotland. William was named in the March 1629 First Charter of the
Massachusetts Bay Company wherein he is listed as an Associate and Assistant.
http://en. wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts Bay Colony

At a 1629 formal meeting of the Governor and Company, William, with others, was
appointed "to go over". This he did, coming to the Bay Colony in 1630 on the ship
"Arabella", which was the flagship of The Winthrop Fleet in which eleven vessels
(with 700 Puritans) came in The Great Migration of that year.
http:// en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winthrop Fleet
http://www.packrat-pro.com!ships/winthrop.htm

- William returned to England on the ship "Lyon" in 1631 being chosen with his brother
by the colonists to present their petitions to the Massachusetts Bay Company in London
against the colonial government.

- on 17-20 June 1635, on the ship "Blessing", he again embarked for New England, this
time bringing his family - his wife Ann, five daughters and one son.
Coincidentally, on the same ship was (my ancestor) Mayflower Passenger Richard
More, age 20, and his future wife (married 1636), Christian Hunter, age 20, her siblings
and the Hollingsworth family, with whom she was traveling. Richard had come to
England from New England on a trip of unknown duration and was returning home. He is
well-known as the only person on the Mayflower with royal/noble ancestry and
infamously also known, when as an Atlantic ship captain, of being involved in a
bigamous marriage with a wife in Massachusetts and at the same time having one in
England. On this trip to England, Richard may have been seeing the woman who would
be his future 'wife' as he had a child with her there about 1638 and 'married' her
belatedly in 1645, ironically, at St. Dunstan's Parish Church in Stepney!

- William and his wife moved to Scituate, the Plymouth Colony town closest to the Bay
Colony, and were admitted to the church around 28 Nov. 1636.

http://www.packrat-pro.com!ships/winthrop.htm


- William Vassall was quite outspoken against those persons who's opinions in politics
and religion differed from the Puritan line, and often agitated against the autocratic
methods of colonial government. He was a man of great convictions in the rights and
freedoms of his fellow Englishmen and worked very hard for religious tolerance. In 1645
the church of Plymouth sent him a message about his outspokenness hoping he would
desist from such activities and noted he would be censured if he did not.

One major incident for which he was responsible was the division of the church at
Scituate 1644-45 over a controversy about baptism, when half the congregation (with the
minister) moved to Barnstable while the part of the congregation which included William
Vassall and his daughter Judith remained at Scituate, without a minister and having to
search for a new one.

- in 1646, with a few others as discontented as himself, he sailed to England on the ship
"Supply" to make his grievances known with a petition to Parliament (for the liberty of
English subjects) which supported the bill for Liberty of Conscience (referred to as the
Remonstrance). William never returned to New England.

- in 1648 William Vassall moved to the island of Barbados in the West Indies and
purchased lands in St. Michael's Parish (comprising present-day Bridgetown, capital of
Barbados), and was quite prosperous. Other members of the Vassall extended family had
estates in Barbados, and when William's will was written in 1655 in Barbados his
daughter Anna, her husband Nicholas Ware and his daughters Margaret and Mary were
with him there, as noted" .... son in law Nicholas Ware and his wife Anna my daughter.
My other two daughters, Margaret and Mary, all are with me now."

- William Vassall died in Barbados between July 1655 and June 1657 in the Parish ofSt.
Michael. In his will he bequeathed to his son Captain John Vassall one-third of all his
estates in Barbados and New England (his Scituate farm was 120 acres) and elsewhere,
and split the remaining two-thirds of his estate equally among his five daughters. About
this same time his son John became quite wealthy acquiring large tracts of land in
Jamaica after the 1655-57 British capture of Jamaica from the Spanish. John died in 1688
as a plantation owner in Jamaica.

- one of the documents associated with the sale of William VassaIl's estate was signed by
Resolved White and James Adams, husband of his daughter Frances.



The VassaUs and slavery in the British West Indies
The Vas salls, along with other New England (and many from Britain) families, acquired
great wealth in the West Indies in the 17tlt and 18th centuries, where the production of
such major crops as tobacco and sugar cane was dependent on African slave labor. It was
recorded that slavery was an integral part of the Vassall's colonial operations and that in
1655 most of the gentry in Barbados owned "100 or 2 or 3 slaves ... which they command
as they pleas."
http://www.barbados.org/historyl.htm

It was also recorded that in the 1650s that 12,000 political prisoners from Britain's civil
wars were brought to work alongside the slaves on the plantations of Barbados.
After Britain passed the Slavery Abolition Act of 1833, West Indies plantations declined
and the economies of Barbados, Jamaica and elsewhere crumbled making British estates
in the West Indies over time much decreased in value and many ultimately worthless.

http://www.barbados.org/historyl.htm


Events in colonial Barbados and in the lives of the Vassall and White families as
reported in pages 330-332 in the December 2009 issue of The Mayflower Quarterly.
(some excerpts from the above pages and some narrative of my own follows - A.R.)

A stable and permanent English colony had been formed on the Caribbean island of
Barbados in 1627. By 1629, there were 300 settlers living in Barbados. Pilgrim and
merchant Isaac Allerton (my ancestor), quickly established trade with the island, which
became fabulously wealthy when the planters shifted from tobacco to sugar. By the
middle of the 17th century, half of the English population of the Caribbean (60,000 in all)
lived in Barbados and many were Royalists.

In 1650, when Oliver Cromwell was firmly in control in England, the Governor of
Barbados proclaimed for the Royalist cause and drove the supporters of Cromwell's
Commonwealth into exile. An English fleet was sent to deal with the rebellion. The
Royalists quickly surrendered, but there was concern that, with the fleets departure, they
might regain power. The Commonwealth supporters on Barbados petitioned Parliament
to put the island under the control of an experienced administrator which Cromwell did.
A few years later Cromwell planned a secret attack on Spanish territories in the West
Indies, known as the "Western Design". The idea was to seize Spanish strongholds,
threaten their treasure routes and increase the advantage England had over its principal
mercantile rival, The Netherlands.

On Christmas 1654 a force of38 ships and 3000 men, including Pilgrim Edward
Winslow, the step-father of Resolved White, sailed from England and arrived in Barbados
a month later. Landing in Barbados, Edward Winslow met an old Marshfield
Massachusetts neighbor, William Vassal Iof Scituate.

Vassall' a wealthy and educated man, had settled in Scituate in 1635. His daughter Judith
married Resolved White, Edward Winslow's stepson, in 1640. In 1643 the Vas salls
moved to Marshfield, where William became a town officer and would have come in
close contact with Edward Winslow, who also lived in Marshfield.

Vassall was an outspoken advocate of religious freedom who proposed that all members
of the Church of England be admitted to communion in the New England church. In
1646, he took a petition to England claiming that he and his fellow dissenters, as freeborn
subjects, were being denied their liberty.

Pilgrims Edward Winslow and William Bradford were adamantly opposed to Vassall' s
proposed freedom of religion policy, and thanks to Winslow's efforts to counteract
Vassall, the petition was unsuccessful. Vassall then left England and settled in Barbados,
a colony with a mixed population - Church of England, Puritans, Roman Catholics, and
even a congregation of Sephardic Jews with their own synagogue - that offered relative
freedom of conscience to all persons.



The English plan to capture Spanish territories in the Caribbean was largely a failure with
the leaders returning to England in humiliation. Edward Winslow, who was with the
expedition, had died May 8, 1655 in the Caribbean and was buried at sea.



For details of the family of Resolved White and Judith Vassall, see the book Mayflower
Families Through Five Generations, Volume 13, William White.

4. Judith Vas sail
She was born in England ca. 1619, and was buried on 3 March 1670 in Marshfield,
Massachusetts Bay Colony.
The will of her father William Vassall Esq. of Barbados, dated 31 July 1655, names
daughter Judith White, wife of Resolved White.

She married on 5 Nov. 1640 at Scituate in Massachusetts Bay Colony:
Resolved White
He was born ca. 1615 and died after 19 September 1687 in Massachusetts.

Resolved came to Plymouth in 1620 on the ship Mayflower with his parents William and
Susanna ( ) White.

The Whites had been part of the English Separatist congregation in Leiden, Holland, but
it is not known when they joined the congregation (or if Resolved was born in England or
Holland). William White died the winter of 1620/21 and in April 1621 Resolved's mother
Susanna married Edward Winslow, who eventually left his family behind and departed
for England, never to return. Under Oliver Cromwell, executioner of King Charles I,
Winslow led an expedition to Jamaica in 1655 and died at sea returning to England.

Barbados records indicate that on 11 May 1657 Resolved White witnessed the sale by
William Vassall's daughter Mary Vassall of Barbados to her sister Anna's husband,
Nicholas Ware of St. Michael's, merchant, of her share of her father William's plantation
in St. Michael's Parish. (These deeds verify that Resolved White was in Barbados at this
time).

The couple had eight children: William, John, Samuel, Resolved, Anna, Elizabeth,
Josiah and Susanna.

On 5 Oct. 1674 Resolved White married Abigail ( ) Lord at Salem. They lived in
Salem where Resolved was elected Freeman in Salem on 19 May1680. Abigail died in ca.
1682.

See the White genealogy for our ancestry from Resolved White's daughter Elizabeth
White and her husband Obadiah Wheeler.


